Lesson Plan:  Washington, D.C. Travel Brochure
Date: Feb-March 2009

Subjects:  Language Arts, History, Information Research, Technology 
Grade:  8
Time Requirements:  10 Class Periods

Essential Understanding:  Students will be able to identify information resources, read for understanding, synthesize information from multiple resources, and present their knowledge using appropriate technology.

Essential Question:  How are the values upon which our federal government was founded represented in the monuments/universities/sights of Washington, D.C.?

Objectives:  The students will be able to:

1. Describe the geography of Washington D.C. including different parts of the city.
a. Show the monuments in relation to another.
b. Describe how the city is laid out and how the streets are named.
2. Describe the history of Washington D.C.
a. How it was founded.

b. How did it grow?
c. Why is it important to our country?

3. Describe the history of Georgetown or Howard University.
a. When it was founded.

b. What types of programs are offered to students?

c. Who are some famous graduates of this University?

4. Describe the history of a famous monument/sight in the D.C. area.

a. What it is.

b. When it was constructed.

c. What it symbolizes.

d. Why we should go see them.

e.  What can be learned from our visit?
f. List of sites : United States Holocaust Museum, Lincoln Memorial, Washington Monument, Vietnam Memorial, Mount Vernon, U. S. Capitol, Pentagon, United States Mint, Smithsonian

5. Apply the Big 6 Information skills to define and segment the process of information research and project completion.

6. Use online information resources appropriately and effectively.

7. Utilize technology (Microsoft Publisher™) to produce a travel brochure consistent with project requirements.

Procedure:

1. The students will choose a museum or historic sight in Washington, D.C. to study.

1. The students will conduct online information research to investigate the history and geography of Washington D.C.
2. The students will design a travel brochure to Washington D.C. illustrating the geography and history of the city and one sight to be visited during the proposed 8th grade trip.
3. The student will present their final product utilizing Microsoft Publisher™.
8th Grade Media Project

Washington D.C. Travel Brochure
Due Date:  Tuesday, March 17, 2009 
Essential Question:  How are the values upon which our federal government was founded represented in the monuments/universities/sights of Washington, D.C.?
Project Description:  As an enthusiastic member of Barnum School’s 8th grade class, you have been given the opportunity of a lifetime:  a class trip to Washington D.C.!  But, you must share in the responsibility of raising money for your trip.  You must design and write a travel brochure describing the city and its sights that will convince potential donors to fund your trip.  Your knowledge of Washington D.C. and enthusiasm for this experience must be evident in your brochure in order to convince donors that you deserve to go! Their generosity will allow your class to enjoy this wonderful opportunity.  Without it, this tremendous opportunity may be in jeopardy.
Project Output:   You will be producing a three-fold (six sided) travel brochure in Microsoft Publisher™ using 12 pt. Arial, Calibri or Times New Roman font only!  Your brochure must include:

1. A cover page that includes a photo of Washington D.C., the dates of the trip (June 11-13, 2009) and the name of your school.  
2. An attractive back page that includes this information for perspective donors:
For More Information, please contact:

Barnum School

495 Waterview Avenue

Bridgeport, CT   06608

(203) 275-2300

I will be taking a photo of your class that you may use on the back page of your brochure.  Donors are more likely to donate if they see the enthusiastic faces of the students they will be helping!

3. One brochure page describing the history of Washington D.C.  You must include:

a. Why the district was founded?
b. How it grew?
c. Answer the essential question:  How are the values upon which our federal government was founded represented in the monuments/universities/sights of Washington, D.C.?
4. One brochure page describing the geography of Washington D.C. including different parts of the city.

a. You must describe the geographic location of Washington D.C. 

b. You must describe how the city is laid out.
c. You must describe how the streets are named.
d. You must include a map of the district that shows the monuments in relationship to one another.
5. One brochure page describing the history of Georgetown or Howard University.

a. When it was founded.

b. What types of programs are offered to students?

c. Who are some famous graduates of this University?

6. One to two pages describing one or two famous monuments/sights in the D.C. area.

a. What it is.

b. When it was constructed.

c. What it symbolizes.

d. Why we should go see them.

e.  What can be learned from our visit?
f. Choose from these sights : United States Holocaust Museum, Lincoln Memorial, Washington Monument, Vietnam Memorial, Mount Vernon, U. S. Capitol, Pentagon, United States Mint, Smithsonian

7.  A separate bibliography page listing your online and book resources.  Remember to list the websites from which you copied photos, too!
Plagiarism:  You must write your two required articles in your own words!  Copying and pasting text directly from a book or website is called plagiarism.  This is stealing!  You will receive an automatic zero on your project if you copy text.  Instead, follow this procedure:

1. Read the text for information.
2. Write down the important information in your own words.
3. Organize your facts in the proper order.
4. Then, write the article using full sentences and proper grammar.
5. Photos and maps that are copied must be listed in your bibliography, too.  List the source, such as Google Images, then paste in the URL link to the photo or map.
Grading:  You will be given a calendar with check points and rubric to guide your work.  Remember that any plagiarized work will receive an automatic zero (F) as a grade.
8th Grade Media Project Grading Rubric
Washington D.C. Travel Brochure
Due Date:  Tuesday, March 17, 2009 
Congratulations on accepting this challenge!  Your enthusiasm for this trip will surely attract generous donations and allow you to enjoy the experience of a lifetime!  This rubric will help you remember to include all necessary pieces of information and to present it in an attractive format.  Microsoft Publisher™ is fun and easy to learn.  It uses all of the same commands as Microsoft Word™.  
Research







        Points Possible      Points Earned
1. I have used reliable information resources…………………………………………………………. 4

__________

2. I have created a separate bibliography page………………………………………………………. 4

__________
Writing Quality

3. I have organized my information into logical order ……………………………………………..4

__________
4. I have used proper sentence construction, including punctuation ……………………….4

__________
5. I have checked my grammar and spelling……………………………………………………………..4

__________
6. My writing is original (not copied and pasted)…………………………………………………….10

__________
Brochure Design

7. I have demonstrated my knowledge of Microsoft Publisher™ 
and created an attractive, well-arranged travel brochure. …………………………………10

__________
8. I have met the deadlines for each section of my project………………………………….…..6

__________
Content

I have included all of the required pieces of information:
9. Cover page: 
a. School name…………………………………………………………………………………………….2

__________
b. Dates of the trip ………………………………………………………………………………………2

__________
c. Photo of D.C…………………………………………………………………………………………….2

__________
10. A back page that includes your name and the name of the

School to contact for more information……………………………………………………………….4

__________
11. History of D.C. page:   

a. Why the district was founded………………………………………………………………….4

__________
b. How it grew …………………………………………………………………………………………….4

__________
c. I have answered the essential question:  How are the values upon 
which our federal government was founded represented in the 
monuments and sights of D.C.?.......................................................................10

__________
12. Geography of D.C. page: 
a. Geographic location of D.C……………………………………………………………………...2

__________
b. How the city is laid out…………………………………………………………………………….4

__________
c. How the streets are named……………………………………………………………………..2

__________
13. University page:

a. When it was founded..……………………………………………………………….……………2

__________
b. The types of programs offered to students……………………………………….…….2

__________
c. Famous graduates of this University and why they are famous………………4

__________
14. Monument/ sight page:
a. What it is………………………………………………………………………………………………..2

__________
b. When it was constructed………………………………………………………………………..2

__________
c. What it symbolizes …………………………………………………………………………………2

__________
d. Why we should go to see them/ What we can learn from our visit ….…….​​4____      
__________
Total Points                         100
