Lesson Plan:  Endangered Animals
Date: Feb-March 2009

Subjects:  Language Arts, Science, Information Research, Technology 
Grade:  7

Time Requirements:  10 Class Periods

Essential Understanding:  Students will be able to identify information resources, read for understanding, synthesize information from multiple resources, and present their knowledge using appropriate technology.

Essential Question:  Can the threat of extinction be lifted from the endangered animal species which I have chosen?
Objectives:  The student will be able to:

1. Apply the Big 6 Information skills to define and segment the process of information research and project completion.
2. Use online information resources appropriately and effectively.

3. Describe the physical, geographical and ecological characteristics of their chosen animal species.

4. Describe the factors which have caused a decline in the population numbers of their chosen species causing it to be placed on the endangered species list.
5. Identify the factors which can be changed with human intervention. 
6. Utilize technology (Microsoft Publisher) to produce a newspaper consistent with project requirements.

Procedure:

1.  The students will choose an endangered species from the list available on the World Wildlife Fund website (www.worldwildlife.org) to study.

2. The students will conduct online information research to investigate the causes of population demise causing their animal to be placed on the endangered species list.

3. The students will prepare a letter to the International Union for the Conservation of Nature from the point of view of the director of the World Wildlife Fund presenting a plan to protect their species from extinction.

4. The student will present their final product utilizing Microsoft Publisher.
7th Grade Endangered Animals Project

Due Date:  Friday March 6, 2009
Project Description:  You have been appointed to the position of Director of the World Wildlife Fund due to your long term efforts to save endangered animals from extinction.  Some activist groups face hostility due to their aggressive measures to limit people’s enjoyment of wild animals and exotic travel.  You have gained your new position because you have been successful in educating people on the value of protecting a healthy world for wild animals where humans and animals can co-exist peacefully.  


As its new director, you have been given an important public relations assignment.  You will be writing a monthly newsletter to educate the public on the threat of extinction facing the animals on the World Wildlife Fund’s endangered species list (www.worldwildlife.org).  The first newsletter that you write will be distributed at the annual worldwide meeting of the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (www.iucn.org). At this meeting, the membership of the IUCN will vote to fund a program to save your animal, if your research and arguments are convincing enough.  You must prepare and write a newsletter that convinces their membership that you have a thorough understanding of:
1.  The reasons for the population decline of your animal species.

2. The ways in which your species can be saved from extinction.

Project Output:   You will be producing a newsletter using Microsoft Publisher ™ that shows your vast knowledge of your endangered animal species.  Your newsletter must include five components:

1. A newsletter article describing the causes of possible extinction to your species.  You will need to be a thorough researcher and discuss all possible causes, including loss of habitat, foreign species introduction, poaching (illegal trade), the negative environmental impact of humans, climate change, etc.
2. A letter written to the International Union for the Conservation of Nature by you, the Director of the World Wildlife Fund, describing your plan to save your species.  You must present a complete plan which may include:
a. Writing laws to protect your species (such as hunting or fishing embargos)
b. Habitat protection
c. Reducing human impact
d. Species relocation plans or breeding plans
e. Other
3. A table listing this information on your animal:
a. Common name
b. Scientific name
c. Population estimate (number alive in the wild)
d. Physical description (size, color, distinguishing characteristics)
e. Habitat (geographical and ecological)
f. Why is this species important?
4. A map of your species’ current geographic range.
5. A photo of your animal.

6.  A standard bibliography written on a separate sheet of paper.

To begin your research, you should read about the endangered animals on the World Wildlife Fund’s website and choose one animal species.  When there are several subspecies listed, you should choose one of the subspecies.  For example, there are six tiger subspecies listed under tiger.  You should choose only one, such as Sumatran tiger or Bengal tiger. Resources to get you started:
www.worldwildlife.org
www.iucn.org
http://www.kidinfo.com/Science/Endangered_animals.html
Plagiarism:  You must write your two required articles in your own words!  Copying and pasting text directly from a book or website is called plagiarism.  This is stealing!  You will receive an automatic zero on your project if you copy text.  Instead, follow this procedure:

1. read the text for information

2. write down the important information in your own words

3. organize your facts in the proper order

4. write the article using full sentences and proper grammar

5. Photos and maps that are copied must be listed in your bibliography, too.  List the source, such as Google Images, then paste in the URL link to the photo or map.
Grading:  You will be given a calendar with check points and rubric to guide your work.  Remember that any plagiarized work will receive an automatic zero (F) as a grade.
7th Grade Endangered Animal Media Project
Due March 6, 2009 
Grading Rubric
Information research is a process in which the research and writing components are as important as the final product (your newsletter).  You will be graded on all aspects of this project:  your research process, fact gathering, writing quality and final product.  Follow this checklist to ensure that you have completed all required elements:

Research

1. I have used reliable information resources.
2. My resources are written in proper format on a separate bibliography page.

Facts
3. I have provided accurate and complete factual information.
a. Common name
b. Scientific name
c. Population estimate (number alive in the wild)
d. Physical description (size, color, distinguishing characteristics)
e. Habitat (geographical and ecological)
f. Why is this species important?
Writing Quality

4.  I have organized my information into logical order.
5. I have used proper sentence construction, including punctuation.
6. I have checked my grammar and spelling.
7. My writing is original (not copied and pasted).
8. I have answered the essential question:  Can the threat of extinction be lifted from the endangered animal species which I have chosen?
Newsletter Design
9. I have demonstrated my knowledge of Microsoft Publisher™ and created an attractive, well-arranged newsletter.
10. I have included all of the required pieces of information:

a.  A title for my newsletter and listed my name as editor. 
b. An article describing the causes of possible extinction to your species. 

c. A letter written to the International Union for the Conservation of Nature by you, the Director of the World Wildlife Fund, describing your plan to save your species.  
d. Map of your animal’s habitat range.

e. Photo of your animal.
